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A Message from NCRC's Board Chair 
 It is with a heavy heart that we share the news that our Head of School, Dr. Val Wise, has informed the Board of 
Trustees that she will depart NCRC at the conclusion of the 2017-2018 school year.  When Val first came to NCRC, 
she pledged to strengthen our faculty and staff, curriculum, programmatic offerings, and physical space.  In just four 
years, she has achieved each of these goals—and so much more. The NCRC community has benefited greatly from 
the depth of Val's knowledge of early childhood development, and as she moves on to her next challenge, we are 
filled with gratitude for all that she has accomplished on behalf of our children. 
  
During Val's tenure at NCRC, the school has grown in important ways.  Under Val's leadership, NCRC's commitment 
to teaching excellence became even stronger with the inauguration of an innovative Master's program, founded in 
partnership with American University, which allows our teachers to bring cutting-edge training and professional 
practices into the classroom.  Val also assembled the most credentialed faculty in NCRC's history and, with their 
help, led a process to update our school's renowned curriculum, thereby keeping it state-of-the-art.   
 
Val's vision also transformed the campus in which our children thrive each day.  In response to community needs, 
and in partnership with the Board of Trustees, Val oversaw the creation of a 5-day-per-week Bunny program and the 
construction of a beautiful new Bunny classroom.  In keeping with our school's commitment to sustainability, Val 
also worked with her talented faculty and staff to inaugurate the NCRC garden.  And this spring, NCRC will benefit 
from the Dr. Val Wise Outdoor Classroom—a new learning space underwritten by the Board and named in honor of 
Val—that will offer our children advanced educational opportunities.  Val's footprint will be felt at NCRC for years to 
come and we are indebted to her for her contributions. 
  
As NCRC commemorates its 90th anniversary, our institution remains the oldest and most respected preschool in 
our nation's capital, and a model for excellence in early childhood education.  Our core mission—to nurture the 
whole child in an inclusive, diverse educational environment—is as important as ever.  We are confident that the 
strength of our exceptional faculty and staff, our committed Board of Trustees, our deeply engaged parent body, and 
our strong community of alumni families will enable us to comfortably manage the upcoming transition. 
  
To that end, the Board of Trustees will launch an inclusive and thoughtful process to find a new leader to chart our 
course forward into our next 90 years.  We are confident that the excellent reputation of our school will bring many 
highly qualified candidates from whom to choose.  The Executive Committee of the Board has asked Nancy Meakem 
and Constance Pendleton to co-chair our Head Search Committee.  Nancy is the parent of two alumni and one 
aspiring Bunny; she formerly served as Vice Chair of the Board and Parent Association President; and she is a leader 
in school management.  Connie is the parent of two alumni; she chairs the Communications and Community 
Committee of the Board; she is a neighbor of the school; and she serves as an expert in media law. The Head Search 
Committee will work with nationally-recognized search firm Carney, Sandoe & Associates to seek input from all of 
NCRC's constituencies. 
  
We intend to make the search a community-wide process and encourage your engagement.  We expect to complete 
the process by spring 2018, so that a new Head of School can begin by July 1, 2018. We will convey more detail in the 
coming weeks and look forward to updating you at each stage of the journey.  Please share any questions or 
suggestions at headsearch@ncrcpreschool.org.   
  
The great American poet Maya Angelou observed that "people will forget what you said, people will forget what you 
did, but people will never forget how you made them feel."  Val's dedication to NCRC and her support for our young 
learners have left an indelible imprint on all of our lives.  On behalf of the Board, we thank Val for sharing her 
talents with our community, and ask that you join us in celebrating her many contributions during her final year at 
NCRC. 
  
Sincerely, 
Rachel Vogelstein 
Chair, NCRC Board of Trustees 
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