
January 26, 2018 

Dear NCRC Community, 

As members of the Head of School search committee, we are writing to update you on our progress to 

date and to provide you with more information about the process and next steps. 

We'd like to begin by thanking everyone in the community who has participated formally and 

informally in the process so far whether that was completing the online survey, attending one of our 

listening sessions at NCRC or brown bag lunches, or simply reaching out to a committee member 

directly to share your thoughts. We have also held sessions with faculty and school administrators to 

hear their perspectives and insights. All of the community feedback and guidance we have received 

has been invaluable and will inform and influence the committee's work going forward. 

As a reminder, the 11-person committee includes faculty representation as well as a diverse mix of 

current and former parents, including seven members with children currently enrolled at NCRC 

across a spectrum of classes. Before beginning our official committee work in December, we retained 

Carney Sandoe and Associates — a leading search firm with extensive experience in Head of School 

searches — and consulted with NCRC's accreditation bodies in order to put a process in place that 

would enable us to identify, attract, vet, and interview the best possible candidates. 

Working closely with our search consultants we have made significant progress. In fact, we have 

identified an excellent slate of diverse candidates — drawn from a local, national, and international 

pool — which is a tribute to the reputation and special appeal of NCRC. A number of the candidates 

we hope to interview are sitting heads of well-respected schools. Although these individuals are 

happy in their current roles, they view the NCRC Head of School role as a unique and compelling 

opportunity. 

Our search consultants have made it clear that these candidates would risk losing their jobs, not to 

mention damaging their professional reputations, if their NCRC candidacy were to come to light. 

Accordingly, the only way to have them move forward is to conduct confidential interviews, which 

our consultants tell us is an increasingly common industry practice known as a "closed process". 

While we had hoped to continue with an open process, after careful and thoughtful consideration, 

the committee has agreed unanimously to accept the recommendation of our consultants and move 

forward with a closed interview process so we can fully consider all of the best candidates. We feel 

strongly that we would do a disservice to choose a process that constrains our ability to select the 

best possible person to lead NCRC.  Going forward, we will be actively interviewing our top 

candidates and will provide another update to the community in the weeks ahead. 
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We fully understand the importance of the task at hand and our responsibility to be trusted stewards 

of the interests of the broader NCRC community.  If you have additional thoughts, please reach out 

to us via email at headsearch@ncrcpreschool.org. Information is also available on the Head of School 

search page on the NCRC website here. 

Sincerely, 

The NCRC Head of School Search Committee 

● Lisa Agogliati("Ms. A"): Long-time NCRC Explorer Class Teacher and parent of one alumnus.

● Susan Anton: Parent of current AM Sunshiner and one alumnus, Trustee, Chair of the Board's Special Needs 
and Inclusion Committee.

● Rachna Bhatt: Current AM Rainbow parent; Trustee; Co-Chair of the Board's Diversity, Inclusion,

Cultural-Competence, and Equity Committee; Co-Chair of the Trustee Committee.

● Marian Brice: NCRC's long-serving Occupational Therapist and Child Development Team member

● Shannon Curvey: Parent of current Explorer and one alumnus, current Parent Association President.

● Rick Juneja: Parent of current Treetopper and one alumnus, active member of the Dad's Team.

● Nancy Meakem (Co-Chair): Parent of two alumni and one aspiring Bunny, Trustee, former Vice Chair of the 
Board and former Parent Association President.

● Sasha Miller: Parent of a current Explorer and an aspiring Beehiver, member of the Special Needs and 
Inclusion Committee, Parent Association Vice President.

● Connie Pendleton (Co-Chair): Parent of two alumni, Trustee, former Vice Chair of the Board, Chair of the 
Communications and Community Committee of the Board, neighbor of the school.

● Aaron Stallworth: Parent of a current AM Sunshiner and one alumnus, active Parent Association volunteer.

● David Sutphen: Current PM Beehive parent, new to NCRC with extensive education and board experience. 
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https://www.ncrcpreschool.org/news-events/head-of-school-search

